COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

	City Hall Council Chambers

65 Civic Avenue; Pittsburg, CA

MEETING AGENDA FOR:

December 7, 2011
6:00 p.m. – note special time

	
	Commission Members

De’Shawn Woolridge, Chair

Dennis Linsley, Vice Chair

Ruben Esqueda

Theresa Miller

Emmanuel Ogunleye

Jeorge Tagnipes

James Watkins


1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes of November 2, 2011
5. Correspondence (Informational Only)

6. Report from Community Advisory Commission regarding Commission Committees

	Standing Committees

a. CDBG Committee

b. Traffic / Eyes on the Street

c. Parks and Recreation
	Ad Hoc Committees

d. CERT

e. Chamber of Commerce

f. Education

g. Health Care District

h. Neighborhood Improvement Team

i. Neighborhood Watch

j. Planning Commission

k. Public Events
l. Recreation Grants Support


7. Audience Remarks

	Members of the audience who wish to address the Commission on issues that are not scheduled for the agenda should complete a Speaker’s Card available at the dais.  Please read the card carefully in order to fill out the card properly.  Submit the completed card to the clerk before the item is called, preferably before the meeting begins.  Individuals will be given three minutes to address the Commission unless additional time is allowed.  Prior to speaking, each member of the public shall state their name and business and City of residence in a clear and audible tone of voice.  (No action required.)


8. Presentations

a. None
9. Old Business

a. None
10. New Business

a. Engineering Department’s Recommendation for Determining and Declaring Prima Facie Speed Limits for Certain City Street Segments
11. Commissioner Comments / Staff Comments
	Community Advisory Commission Members may make brief announcements or informal comments at this time.  Commission Members may ask questions for clarification from City staff, and make a report on their activities, including reports on committee assignments.  (No action required.)


12. Adjournment to January 4, 2012
CITY OF PITTSBURG
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMISSION
MINUTES – November 2, 2011

Vice Chair Dennis Linsley called the regular meeting of the Community Advisory Commission to order at 7:05 p.m. held at City Council Chambers, 65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg California.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT
Theresa Miller, Emmanuel Ogunleye, Jeorge Tagnipes, James Watkins and Vice Chair Dennis Linsley 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT
Ruben Esqueda and Chairman De’Shawn Woolridge

STAFF PRESENT
Marc Fox, Assistant City Manager – Internal Services

MINUTES
On motion by Commissioner Tagnipes, seconded by Commissioner Miller, Commissioners present approved the minutes of October 5, 2011 as submitted.  Vote:  5-0.

CORRESPONDENCE

None

COMMITTEE REPORTS


A.
CDBG Committee
None

B. Traffic / Eyes On The Street

Commissioner Linsley expressed concern that Leland Road, between Golf Course Drive and Dover Ave. have different speed limits within a short distance; Joe Sbranti responded that different conditions and speed surveys dictate speed limits along city streets thereby accounting for different speeds on Leland Rd. Mr. Sbranti offered to have staff make a presentation at a future meeting on city speed limits.

C. Parks and Recreation

None

D. CERT

Commissioner Miller reported he graduated from the CERT training. A total of 64 took some of the 9 training topics and those who didn’t graduate can complete the courses. Pittsburg residents were well represented in this session of courses. Preparedness classes can be made available for city staff. Planning for grants for materials is ongoing.

E. Chamber of Commerce

None

F. Education

None

G. Health Care District

None

H. Neighborhood Improvement Team

Last series of team meetings will be held Saturday, November 5 at Marina Vista School and Highlands Ranch Park.

I. Neighborhood Watch

Commissioner Ogunleye would like the Commission to have a roster of the Neighborhood Watch groups. Commissioner Miller is outreaching to neighborhood watch groups for CERT teams and emergency preparedness.

J. Planning Commission

Commissioner Linsley attended the October 25th Planning Commission meeting.

K. Public Events

Commissioner Miller reported that the CERT team’s annual drill took place with over 100 Pittsburg residents participating in the drill and mock Emergency Operations Center. Commissioner Linsley attended a public meeting of PG&E on pipeline inspections and testing. PG&E informational sheets were distributed to Commission members.

L. Recreation Grants Support

Commissioner Linsley reported that the Elks Lodge has a grant program and working with the Recreation Department for a Small World Park activity.

AUDIENCE REMARKS

None

PRESENTATIONS

A. Presentation from Contra Costa Fire District on smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors.

Mary Beth Paris of the Contra Costa Fire District provided an overview of services and public information on smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors. Several informational brochures were included in her presentation.

B. Introduction of new City Manager Joe Sbranti

Mr. Sbranti introduced himself to the Community Advisory Commission and commented on changes within the City during the past ten years, including Highway 4 expansion and the upcoming eBART. Mr. Sbranti offered himself and staff’s time to make periodic presentations to the Commission on areas of interest the Commission may have.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

None

COMMISSIONER / STAFF COMMENTS

Commissioner Watkins attended the last PUSD School Board meeting.

ADJOURMENT

On motion by Commissioner Ogunleye, seconded by Commissioner Miller, Commissioners present approved the time of the next meeting to be at 6:00 p.m. Vote: 5-0.

There being no further business before the Recreation Commission Commissioner Ogunleye, adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m. to December 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.


OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
65 Civic Avenue

Pittsburg, California 94565

TO:

Community Advisory Commission

FROM:    
Paul Reinders, Senior Civil Engineer

SUBJECT:
Recommendation for Determining and Declaring Prima Facie Speed Limits for Certain City Street Segments  

MEETING DATE:
December 7, 2011

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Staff is seeking the Community Advisory Commission’s recommendation to amend City Ordinance 81-819, establishing prima facie speed limits under the authority of Pittsburg Municipal Code (PMC) Section 10.040.010 relating to Special Speed Zones. Provisions of the California Vehicle Code (CVC) require the City to justify their declared prima facie speed limits by an Engineering and Traffic Survey performed every five, seven, or ten years. There are eighteen (18) Engineering and Traffic Surveys updated in this report. Staff is recommending increasing the prima facie speed limits on nine (9) street segments and keeping the current prima facie speed limits on nine (9) street segments.

FISCAL IMPACT

If adopted, staff's recommendation will require a one-time expenditure of no more than $6,000 to post the appropriate speed limit signs on nine (9) street segments. This expenditure will be paid by the Public Works Department's signing and striping maintenance budget.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Community Advisory Commission recommend to the City Council  to amend City Ordinance 81-819 and declare prima facie speed limits for certain street segments as identified in Exhibit "A".

BACKGROUND

Staff has completed Engineering and Traffic Surveys for the purpose of determining speed limits on selected City streets.  An Engineering and Traffic Survey (a “speed survey”) is an analysis of the street that includes physical characteristics, accident history and the current distribution of prevailing speeds.  Such a speed survey is required every five, seven or ten years to legally enforce the speed limit with the use of radar or other electronic devices that measure vehicle speeds.

If the speed surveys and declared prima facie speed limits included in this report are not adopted as defined, then those street segments will qualify as a “Speed Trap” according to CVC Section 40802.  Therefore, the speed limits on those street segments will not be eligible for radar/laser enforcement by the Police Department.

Urgency Ordinance 81-819 determined reasonable and safe speed limits for selected streets within the City. Ordinance 86-909 amended Municipal Code, Title 10, Section 10.40.010 entitled “Special Speed Zone.  The amendment included language that allowed prima facie speed limits be adopted by City Council resolution. 

STAFF ANALYSIS

There are currently 81 street segments (on 47 streets) within the City that require a speed survey to establish and justify their posted speed limit.  Eighteen (18) street segments were reviewed, updated and are included within this report as Exhibit “A”.  Of these eighteen (18) street segments, nine (9) segments are recommended for an increased posted speed limit by 5 miles per hour, and nine (9) street segments are recommended for no change in posted speed limit. This is summarized as follows:

Street segments requiring a speed survey: 81

Street segments reviewed and updated in this report: 18

Street segments recommended for no change in speed limit: 9

Street segments recommended for a 5 mph increase in speed limit: 9

The traffic surveys included in this report are required by PMC Section 10.40.010, Special Speed Zones.  They have been prepared in accordance with provisions of the CVC Section 627, Engineering and Traffic Survey; 22352, Prima Facie Speed Limits; 22358, Decrease of Local Limits; and 40802, Speed Trap.  Absent of conditions not readily apparent to the motorist, the speed limits declared in Exhibit “A” must be established at the nearest 5 mph increment of the 85-percentile speed of free-flowing traffic, also called the critical speed.  The posted speed may be reduced by 5 mph from the critical speed, if the document has in writing the conditions and justification for the lower speed limit and be approved by a registered Civil or Traffic Engineer.  Speed limits set on this basis provide law enforcement officials with a means of controlling reckless or unreliable drivers who do not conform to what 85% of motorist find reasonable.  

The critical, or 85-percentile speed, is the speed at or below which 85 percent of the traffic is moving.  This speed is the primary guide in determining what the majority of drivers believe is safe and reasonable.  Speed limits set lower than the critical speed make a large number of reasonable drivers “unlawful” and do not facilitate the orderly flow of traffic.  

The Engineering and Traffic Surveys being updated are attached and summarized in Exhibit “A”.  Street segments not attached and previously adopted on September 5, 2000, March 15, 2004, and November 9, 2009 and September 7, 2010 are still valid and remain in effect.

ATTACHMENT
	
	EXHIBIT "A"
	
	

	
	Updated Traffic & Engineering Surveys
	
	

	 
	
	Existing
	Proposed

	No.
	Street Segment
	Speed Limit
	Speed Limit

	 
	 
	(mph)
	(mph)

	1
	Century Boulevard - Auto Center Dr. to E Leland Rd.
	35
	35

	2
	Crestview Drive - Buchanan Rd. to Olympia Dr.
	35
	35

	3
	Crestview Drive - West Leland Rd. to Frontage Rd.
	30
	30

	4
	East Fourteenth Street - Solari St. to Columbia St.
	30
	30

	5
	East Third Street - Marina Blvd. to Harbor St.
	30
	30

	6
	Garcia Avenue - Piedmont to Harbor
	30
	35

	7
	Harbor Street - E Third St. to E Tenth St.
	35
	35

	8
	Marina Boulevard - Bay Side Dr. to E Third St.
	30
	35

	9
	Pittsburg/Antioch Highway - Harbor St. to E Fourteenth St.
	35
	40

	10
	Polaris Drive - PG&E Right-of-Way to Range Rd.
	30
	35

	11
	Polaris Drive - Range Rd. to Schooner Wy.
	25
	30

	12
	Power Avenue - Davi Ave. to Andrew Ave.
	30
	35

	13
	Solari Street - E Tenth St. to E Fourteenth St.
	30
	35

	14
	West Leland Road - Dover Wy. To Montevideo Dr.
	35
	40

	15
	West Leland Road - Bailey Rd. to Woodhill Dr.
	35
	35

	16
	West Leland Road - Woodhill Dr. to San Marco Blvd.
	40
	45

	17
	Willow Pass Road - Range Rd. to Balclutha Wy.
	40
	40

	18
	Willow Pass Road - Balclutha Wy. To West City Limits
	35
	35
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